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Heaven did a miracle, and the year prospered, and that Samaritan 
died. 


And everybody said, “Come and see the fruit [of the] sun.” 
And all its neighbors fast but do not sound the shofar [M. 3:4C]: 


For so we find that on the Day of Atonement they fast but do not sound 
the shofar. 


R. Aqiba says.” They sound the shofar but do not fast” [M. 3:4D]. 


For so we find that on the New Year they sound the shofar but do not 
fast. 


3:5 


[A] What is the meaning of “‘pestilence”? 


[B] A town which has a population of five hundred soldiers which 


produces three corpses In three successive days— lo, this is [a sign 
of the presence of] pestilence. 


[C] [If the death rate] is less than this, it is not [the sign of the presence of] 


[1:1 A] 


[B] 


[1:2 A] 


pestilence. 


Said R. Levi, “It is written, “The Lord will make the pestilence cleave 
to you [until he has consumed you off the land which you are entering 
to take possession of it]’ (Deut. 28:21). 


“This is comparable to a woman who sticks three loaves of bread 
together.” 


[C] [With reference to M. 3:5B,] lo, i 
n the case of a city that is bigger, does one require a different 
criterion? 


[D] Let us derive the answer from the following: 


[E] Even in the case of such a great city as Antioch, if three corpses 
were produced on three successive days, [that is a sign of 
pestilence] . 


[F] That then implies that if the city is larger than the one specified [at 
M. 3:5B], it does not require a separate criterion. 


[As to the reference at M. 3:4A to the collapse of houses:] The houses 
of which they have spoken must to begin with be solid ones. But we do 
not take account of the collapse of dilapidated ones. 


